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Chapter 2 Existing Nevada Rail System 

  

 
BNSF Locomotive 
 

Figure 2-1 shows the main, branch, and excursion rail lines currently used for passenger and freight service 

in the state of Nevada. The following sections describe in more detail the rail service that these lines 

provide. 
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Figure 2-1: Nevada Rail Network 
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A. Passenger Rail Infrastructure and Operations 

A-1. Passenger Service Objectives and Performance 
The Passenger Railroad Investment and Improvement Act (PRIIA), which Congress passed in 2008, created 

a set of metrics that Amtrak was to use in managing and measuring performance and service quality on 

its intercity passenger rail routes. PRIIA Section 207 outlined the service standards that Amtrak was to 

achieve by the end of FY14; these standards include cost recovery, passenger miles per train mile, on-time 

performance, train delays, and customer satisfaction. 

Table 2-1 ƭƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ twLL! ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƳŜǘǊƛŎǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ƻƴ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-haul routes, including the 

California Zephyr, which is the only Amtrak rail route currently operating in Nevada. Section 207 mandated 

that all Amtrak long-haul routes must achieve an on-time performance measure of 85 percent and an 

overall Customer Service Index (CSI) of 90 percent by the end of FY14. The Federal Railroad Administration 

(FRA) ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 

Table 2-1: PRIIA Section 207 Performance Metrics for Amtrak Long-Haul Routes 

On-Time Performance (OTP) Standard (FY14) 
Endpoint OTP 85% 

All Station OTP 85% 

Train Delays Standard (FY14) 
Amtrak-responsible delays per 10,000 train miles 325 minutes/10,000 train miles 

Host-responsible delays per 10,000 train miles 900 minutes/10,000 train miles 

Customer Service Index (CSI) Standard (FY14) 
tŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ά±ŜǊȅ {ŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ 90% 

Overall service 90% 

Amtrak personnel 90% 

Information given 90% 

On-board comfort 90% 

On-board cleanliness 90% 

On-board food service 90% 

Financial/Operating Standard (FY14) 
Short-term operating cost recovery 

Continuous year-over-year improvement 
on eight-quarter moving average 

Fully allocated operating cost recovery 

Long-term avoidable operating loss per passenger-mile 

Passenger miles per train mile 

The On-Time Performance (OTP) protections afforded by PRIIA were struck down by the D.C. Court of 

Appeals in 2014, bowing to a suit brought by the Association of American Railroads (AAR). A subsequent 

D.C. Court of Appeals ruling in July of 20181 again granted Amtrak and the FRA the ability to determine 

on-time performance metrics and standards. In June of 2019, the Supreme Court denied an AAR petition 

for a writ of certiorari2Σ ǘƘǳǎ ŀŦŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Cw!Ωǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 

metrics and standards which, as of writing, are still being drafted.  

 
1 !ƳǘǊŀƪΣ άDŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ ϧ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ нлнл DǊŀƴǘ wŜǉǳŜǎǘέΣ ǇŀƎŜ опΣ source link. 
2 ¦{ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳǊǘΣ ά!!w ǾΦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 

https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/reports/Amtrak-General-Legislative-Annual-Report-FY2020-Grant-Request.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/18/18-976/81322/20190122162652511_AAR%20Cert%20Petition%20TO%20FILE.pdf
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The California Zephyr currently ranks in the bottom third of Amtrak routes in on-time performance, 

achieving only a 38.1% on-time performance in the latest available Amtrak Monthly Performance Report. 

The host railroad in Nevada, Union Pacific, does not appear to be responsible because most delays appear 

to occur on BNSF lines hosting the train east of Denver to Chicago. Amtrak created a Performance 

Improvement Plan (PIP) in September 2010 to improve the California ZephyrΩǎ ƻƴ-time performance 

through better coordination with host railroads and improving customer service through a Customer 

Excellence Program, which emphasizes staff training and employee incentives. The California ZephyrΨǎ 

overall Customer Satisfaction Index (CSI) of 87.5 percent in FY19, closely approaches the goal of a 90 

percent CSI rating. 

A-2. Passenger Rail Service 
Figure 2-2 shows the California Zephyr route and the complete Amtrak network in the US. 

Figure 2-2: California Zephyr and Amtrak System3 

Current passenger rail service in bŜǾŀŘŀ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘǎ ƻŦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr route, which travels 2,438 

miles between Chicago and the San Francisco Bay area. The route began service in 1949 as a joint 

operation of the Chicago Burlington and Quincy Railroad, Denver and Rio Grande Western Railroad and 

Western Pacific Railroad. The line experienced various route and name changes over the next 34 years 

 
3 Amtrak website, source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 

https://www.amtrak.com/
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until Amtrak created the current alignment in 1983. Notably, the train in the pre-Amtrak era used its 

unusually spectacular scenery as a selling point, and recent indicators from Amtrak management4 suggest 

that the route will have staying power into the future because of its scenery. The following section 

summarizes the operational characteristics of Amtrak service in Nevada. Until FY2018, Amtrak also 

ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊΣ YŜȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ άCǳƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƴǎέ ŀƴŘ ά{ƴƻǿ ¢ǊŀƛƴǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 

carried thousands of passengers in between the San Francisco Bay area and Reno during the winter 

months when other modes of transportation are often incapacitated by adverse weather.  

!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ½ŜǇƘȅǊ 

The California Zephyr is a cross-country intercity passenger rail operation that Amtrak operates with one 

trip daily in each direction between Chicago and Emeryville, CA. The route passes through Illinois, Iowa, 

Nebraska, Colorado, Utah, Nevada, and California.  

Table 2-2: California Zephyr Route Characteristics 
The California Zephyr is a full-

service, Superliner-equipped 

train, which typically includes 

three Superliner sleeping cars, 

three Superliner coaches, a 

sightseer lounge car, and a 

dining car. During off-peak 

ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǎƛȊƛƴƎέ ƛǎ 

undertaken by Amtrak, reducing 

the train by one sleeper and one 

coach car. Table 2-2 summarizes 

the California Zephyr operating 

characteristics and will be further elaborated in the text. Figure 2-3 presents the existing California Zephyr 

route in Nevada. 

The train operates over 427 miles of UPRR-owned track in Nevada where it stops in the cities of Elko, 

Winnemucca, and Reno. UPPR owns the Elko and Winnemucca Amtrak stations while the city of Reno 

owns the Reno Amtrak station. A station in Sparks was discontinued in 2009 because of operating 

constraints at the terminal within the UPRR intermodal yard.  

  

 
4 .ƭƻƻƳōŜǊƎ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎǿŜŜƪΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ /9h Iŀǎ ŀ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ tǊƻŦƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ¸ƻǳ ²ƻƴΩǘ [ike Itέ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ source link, 
published November 20, 2019. 
5 Amtrak California Zephyr Timetable, source link, as of March 16, 2020. 
6 wŀƛƭ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ½ŜǇƘȅǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020.  
7 !ƳǘǊŀƪΣ άIƻǎǘ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ wŜǇƻǊǘέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ WǳƴŜ фΣ нлнлΦ 
8 Rail tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ άCŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020.  

California Zephyr Route Characteristics 
Daily Round Trips 15 

Equipment Superliner Coaches & Sleepers 

Number of Stops 34 

Distance Travelled 2,438 

Stops in Nevada Reno, Winnemucca, Elko 

2019 Total Train Ridership 418,2036 

2019 On Time Performance 39.80%7 

2019 CSI Score 87.50% 

2019 Annual Nevada Ridership 88,9608 

2019 NV Automotive VMT Saved 17.8 Million 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2019-11-20/amtrak-ceo-has-no-love-lost-for-dining-cars-long-haul-routes
https://juckins.net/amtrak_timetables/archive/timetables_California_Zephyr_20200316.pdf
https://www.railpassengers.org/site/assets/files/3440/27.pdf
https://www.railpassengers.org/site/assets/files/1201/nv.pdf
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Figure 2-3: California Zephyr Station Stops in Nevada 
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Amtrak employed 29 Nevada residents in FY17 (the last year with publicly available data)9 with total 

annual wages of $2,627,457 while Amtrak spent $4,799,494 on goods and services in the state in FY17, 

including $4,598,260 specifically in Reno. Amtrak invested $2MM in accessibility improvements at the 

Elko and Winnemucca stations, and a new shelter and platform in Winnemucca using American Recovery 

and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) program funding in 2009. The Reno station was relocated to a new full-

service facility in 2006 as part of the Reno Transportation Rail Access Corridor (ReTRAC) project, which 

depressed two miles of UPRR main line track through downtown Reno, eliminating all grade crossings. In 

contrast, the Amtrak station in Elko, NV remains by far the most dysfunctional intercity passenger rail 

facility in the state; there is a difficult three-quarter-mile distance between its eastbound and westbound 

platforms (see Chapter 2, Section 5: Intermodal Connections). The City of West Wendover, NV, on the 

border of Utah is, as of this writing, in talks with Amtrak and Union Pacific about adding a station stop .10 

Passenger Activity and Travel Times 

The California Zephyr carried a total of 418,203 passengers11 in 2019. Of those passengers, 88,960 used 

Nevada as an origin or destination. 78,921 travelled in coach an average of 377 miles and 10,039 of them 

were in sleeping cars, travelling an average of 817 miles. Using the most recent Nevada-specific data 

available12 from Amtrak, 47 percent of those passengers would have driven, 23 percent would have flown, 

28 percent would not have travelled at all, and 2 percent would have travelled by bus. Using these 

numbers, about 41,800 passengers would have driven a combined average of 427 miles each, meaning 

that the California Zephyr saved about 17.8 million Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) in 2019 alone. Also 

important to note, is that about 25,000 passengers would not have travelled at all. In other words, 25,000 

trips were created by the availability of the train. Nationally, only 8 percent of Amtrak passengers would 

not travel were it not for the train service, so the California Zephyr, at 28 percent, creates an outsized 

benefit to the residents of Northern Nevada.  

Passenger activity (boardings and alightings) on the California Zephyr route in Nevada has fluctuated over 

the last decade, after experiencing significant growth in the 2000s, with ridership more than doubling at 

Elko and Winnemucca over the decade and with more modest increases at Reno. Amtrak experienced the 

highest ridership total in its history in 2019 with 32.5M passengers. Nevada ridership experienced a peak 

in 2013 at 91,016 passengers,13 but has been in a state of flux since. Table 2-3 shows passenger usage by 

station in Nevada since the 2012 Nevada State Rail Plan was issued, in context with local population 

numbers. In Elko and Winnemucca, the train makes an outsized impact, with ridership in Winnemucca 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ тл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀtion in 2019. The train also has a big effect in Reno, 

with a ridership number equal to about a third of its population.  

Two of the ten busiest trip segments the California Zephyr serves across seven states include Reno as an 

origin and destination. The fourth largest travel market on the line is between Sacramento and Reno, 

while the seventh largest travel market on the route is between Emeryville and Reno. The market between 

Reno and Northern California benefits from attractive travel times in both directions, with all stations 

from Reno to Emeryville served between the daylight hours of 8:00 am and 5:00 pm.  

  

 
9 !ƳǘǊŀƪΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΣ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ нлмт {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 
10 !ƳǘǊŀƪΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΣ CƛǎŎŀƭ ¸ŜŀǊ нлму {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ bŜǾŀŘŀέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 
11 wŀƛƭ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ½ŜǇƘȅǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ WǳƴŜ фΣ нлнлΦ  
12 !ƳǘǊŀƪΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ bŜǾŀŘŀέΣ source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 
13 wŀƛƭ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ άCŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ WǳƴŜ фΣ нлнлΦ 

https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/statefactsheets/NEVADA17.pdf
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/statefactsheets/NEVADA18.pdf
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/stateeconomicimpactbrochures/Nevada-fy16.pdf
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Table 2-3: California Zephyr Ridership in Context with Nevada Stations 2013-2019 

Fiscal Year   2019 2018 2017 2016 2015 2014 2013 

Elko Train Passengers 8,360 8,656 7,219 7,550 8,050 9,436 9,657 

Population*14 20,452 20,341 20,339 20,276 20,108 20,149 19,237 

% Population 41% 43% 35% 37% 40% 47% 50% 

Winnemucca Train Passengers 5,203 4,540 4,146 4,050 3,617 4,660 4,481 

Population* 7,754 7,763 7,727 7,771 7,834 7,932 7,753 

% Population 67% 58% 54% 52% 46% 59% 58% 

Reno Train Passengers 75,397 70,518 69,904 69,297 56,318 63,029 76,878 

Population* 250,998 247,106 242,476 234,301 231,161 229,069 227,160 

% Population 30% 29% 29% 30% 24% 28% 34% 

 

Elko and Winnemucca have less convenient service with trains departing between 7:00 pm and 9:30 pm 

eastbound and between 3:00 am and 5:00 am westbound. The total travel time from one side of the state 

to the other (Elko to Reno) is about five-and-a-half hours. Figure 2-4 ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 

California Zephyr schedule. 

Figure 2-4: California Zephyr 2020 Timetable15 
The state of Nevada does not contract with Amtrak to 

provide any additional passenger service to 

supplement the California Zephyr route. Fifteen states, 

including the neighboring states of California and 

Oregon, provide operating and capital funding to 

obtain additional service. These include the Cascades 

route in Oregon and the Capitol Corridor, San Joaquin 

and Pacific Surfliner routes in California. The California 

routes offer timed connections to Nevada via Thruway 

Bus service (see Chapter 2, Section 5: Intermodal 

Connections). 

DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǊƻǳǘŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ 

ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǘƛŜǊ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмуΣ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ 

California Zephyr the only public transportation across 

northern Nevada east of Reno. In place of busses, 

Greyhound now interlines with Amtrak service. 

Booking a trip from Reno to Chicago on Greyhound 

now buys a passenger a train trip from Reno to Salt 

Lake City, where a passenger then transfers to a 

Greyhound bus for the rest of the trip (which is less 

expensive compared with an all-Amtrak ride to 

Chicago.)  

 
14 * denotes statistics pulled from U.S. Census Bureau  
15 Amtrak website, source link, accessed June 9, 2020. 

http://www.amtrak.com/
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Less than 10 percent of California Zephyr passengers travel more than 2,000 miles16, evinced by the top 

city-pairs on the train by ridership including Reno and Salt Lake City, UT as well as Sacramento, CA and 

Emeryville, CA (San Francisco, CA region). Table 2-4 provides a sample of travel times by mode from 

Nevada stations to these nearby population centers on the California Zephyr route. Amtrak offers no time 

savings over driving, but it is important to note that it facilitates many trip pairs that are only otherwise 

possible by private automobile. 

Table 2-4: Modal Travel Times on Major Corridors from California Zephyr Served Stations in Nevada  

Origin Destination 
California 

Zephyr 
Airline17 Bus Automobile 

Reno, NV 

Winnemucca, NV 3 hours N/A N/A 2.5 hours 

Elko, NV 5 hours N/A N/A 4 hours 

Sacramento, CA 5 hours 5 hours18 3.5 hours 2.5 hours 

Emeryville, CA 7 hours 2.5 hours 6 hours 4 hours 

Salt Lake City, UT 11 hours 3 hours N/A 8 hours 

Winnemucca, NV 

Reno, NV 3 hours N/A N/A 2.5 hours 

Elko, NV 2.5 hours N/A N/A 2 hours 

Sacramento, CA 8.5 hours N/A N/A 4.5 hours 

Emeryville, CA 10.5 hours N/A N/A 6 hours 

Salt Lake City, UT 7 hours N/A N/A 5 hours 

Elko, NV 

Winnemucca, NV 2.5 hours N/A N/A 2 hours 

Reno, NV 5 hours N/A N/A 5 hours 

Sacramento, CA 11 hours N/A N/A 7 hours 

Emeryville, CA 13 hours N/A N/A 8.5 hours 

Salt Lake City, UT 4.5 hours N/A N/A 3.5 hours 

Desert Wind 

The Desert Wind service between Chicago and Los Angeles was discontinued in 1997 because of budget 

cuts in the Amtrak system. Desert Wind served Las Vegas and Caliente, NV and provided direct trips to 

Salt Lake City and Los Angeles. Southern Nevada has not had any direct passenger rail service since the 

elimination of the route, and its only connection to the national passenger rail network is made possible 

via !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ Thruway Bus service. 

Southwest Chief 

The Southwest Chief travels 2,256 miles between Chicago and Los Angeles with 31 interim stops, including 

Kansas City, Albuquerque, and Flagstaff. The route operates one trip daily in each direction and passes 

through the states of Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. The 

route travels through northern Arizona along the I-40 corridor within 30 miles of southern Nevada. Amtrak 

Thruway Buses connect the Kingman, AZ station with Laughlin, NV, and Las Vegas. A total of 334,415 

passengers rode the Southwest Chief in FY201919. 

 
16 wŀƛƭ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ ½ŜǇƘȅǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΣ ŀŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ WǳƴŜ фΣ нлнлΦ 
17 Includes additional 1.5 hours for airport travel and security lines 
18 No direct flights are offered as of writing 
19 wŀƛƭ tŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ά!ƳǘǊŀƪ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜŜǘΥ {ƻǳǘƘǿŜǎǘ /ƘƛŜŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΣ source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.railpassengers.org/site/assets/files/3439/28.pdf
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A-3. Amtrak Thruway Bus Service 
Amtrak Thruway Bus operates six routes in the state of Nevada connecting to four different train routes 

including the California Zephyr and the Southwest Chief, plus the Capitol Corridor and the San Joaquin 

services in California. The Southwest Chief route, which operates between Chicago and Los Angeles, is the 

closest Amtrak route to southern Nevada. A map of the Thruway Bus service is shown in Figure 2-5. An 

overview of the Amtrak Thruway Bus service in Nevada is provided in Table 2-5. 

The Thruway Bus service provides connections between Las Vegas and the cities of Salt Lake City, 

Kingman, AZ, Los Angeles, and Bakersfield, CA. Service to and from Reno connects to the Sacramento 

Amtrak station with transfer opportunities to and from San Francisco on the Capitol Corridor route. 

Various private motor coach lines also provide service in the I-80 corridor with daily casino trips between 

Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay area, and Reno and Sparks. Other Nevada communities with 

Thruway Bus connections include Stateline, Sparks, and Laughlin. 

Figure 2-5: Connecting Amtrak Thruway Bus Service with Nevada 
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Table 2-5: Amtrak Thruway Bus Service Overview 

Train Service 
Connection 

Trips Provided 
2019 NV 
Ridership 

Thruway 
Route 

Stations in 
Nevada 

Capitol Corridor  
& San Joaquin 

via Sacramento, CA 

3 roundtrips daily to Reno, NV  
2 roundtrips daily to Sparks, NV  

1 daily round trip  
to Stateline, NV (Lake Tahoe) 

19,493 
Sacramento to 
Reno & Sparks 

Reno Amtrak 
Station  

& the Nugget  
in Sparks 

San Joaquin 
via Bakersfield, CA 

1 daily round trip  
to Las Vegas, NV 

11,980 
Bakersfield to  

Las Vegas 
Las Vegas  

Greyhound Station 

Southwest Chief via 
Kingman, AZ 

1 trip daily inbound  
to Las Vegas, NV 

3,489 
Kingman to 
Laughlin, NV  

and Las Vegas 

Tropicana Express  
in Laughlin  

& McCarran Airport  
in Las Vegas 

Southwest Chief via 
Los Angeles, CA 

1 daily round trip  
to Las Vegas, NV 

3,287 
Los Angeles  
to Las Vegas 
(Greyhound) 

Kingsbury Transit 
Center  

in Stateline 

California Zephyr via 
Salt Lake City, UT 

1 daily round trip  
to Las Vegas, NV 

276 
Salt Lake City  
to Las Vegas 
(Greyhound) 

Las Vegas  
Greyhound Station 

 Total 38,568   

 

A-4. Amtrak Facts in Nevada 

!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ to the State of 
Nevada. Table 2-6 ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ: 
 
Table 2-6: Amtrak Facts in Nevada 

Amtrak Facts in Nevada 

Passenger Miles Served20 17,847,679 

Annual Payroll21 $4,629,000 

In-State Spending by Amtrak tourists (24,000)22 $28,071,429 

Employees23 100 

Passengers Served24 85,315 

Local Amtrak Ticket Revenue25 $3,221,563 

State and Local Tax Revenues from Amtrak tourists26 $1,804,592 

 
20 !ƳǘǊŀƪ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ нлмс !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ bŜǾada Fact Sheet, source link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
21 !ƳǘǊŀƪ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ нлмс !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ bŜǾŀŘŀ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΣ source link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
22 Nevada Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Nevada Division of Tourism (TravelNevada) Strategic Plan FY18 ς 19, source 
link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
23 !ƳǘǊŀƪ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ нлмс !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ bŜǾŀŘŀ CŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΣ source link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
24 Amtrak website, Amtrak Fact Sheet Fiscal Year 2018 State of Nevada, source link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
25 Nevada Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Nevada Division of Tourism (TravelNevada) Strategic Plan FY18 ς 19, source 
link, accessed August 27, 2020. 
26 Nevada Tourism and Cultural Affairs, Nevada Division of Tourism (TravelNevada) Strategic Plan FY18 ς 19, source 
link, accessed August 27, 2020. 

https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/stateeconomicimpactbrochures/Nevada-fy16.pdf
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/stateeconomicimpactbrochures/Nevada-fy16.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/stateeconomicimpactbrochures/Nevada-fy16.pdf
https://www.amtrak.com/content/dam/projects/dotcom/english/public/documents/corporate/statefactsheets/NEVADA18.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
http://nvculture.org/travelnevadabiz/wp-content/uploads/sites/14/2017/11/FY18-19-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
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A-5. Excursion and Tourist Railroads 
Five excursion railroads operate in the state of Nevada:  

1. Nevada Northern Railway 

2. Virginia & Truckee (V&T) Railroad Company 

3. Virginia & Truckee (V&T) Railway Commission  

4. Nevada State Railroad Museum 

5. Nevada Southern Railway 

Combined, the five railroads 

operate on 53 miles of track 

and can carry over 150,000 

passengers annually. The five 

excursion railroads address a 

notable component of the 

ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΦ Table 

2-7 presents an overview of 

the tourist and excursion lines.  

Figure 2-6 (next page) shows 

the locations of excursion 

services in the state. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Table 2-7: Excursion and Tourist Railroad Characteristics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
Nevada Southern Railway Steam Locomotive 
 

Railroad 
Total Route 

Miles 
Annual Ridership 

Nevada Northern Railway 30 13,000 to 16,000 

V&T Railroad Company 3 40,000 to 70,000 

V&T Railway Commission 14 25,000 

Nevada State Railroad 
Museum 

1 17,000 to 25,000 

Nevada Southern Railway 5 50,000 
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Figure 2-6: Excursion Lines  
  



 

2-20 
 

Nevada Northern Railway 

The 149-mile-long railroad line was initially built to haul copper ore and was operated in this capacity from 

1906 to 1983, when the Kennecott Minerals Company donated the line and related facilities to the White 

Pine Historical Railroad Foundation. The Nevada Northern Railway Museum and the White Pine Historical 

Railroad Foundation operate steam and diesel locomotive excursion service throughout the year on a 30-

mile-long segment of the historic route. The opening of its Hiline Branch, which runs parallel to the east 

of its McGill Junction Route on a more circuitous and scenic route, nearly doubled its operational mileage 

from what was reported in the 2012 State Rail Plan. 27  

Today, the Nevada Northern Railway Museum provides a 56-acre historic railroad complex with a 

museum, historic depot, and 68 other buildings and structures, including a roundhouse, machine shops 

and yards. These assets together form a unique time capsule of American industrial history, which owes 

its survival to its remote location. The excursion line operation employs a staff of nine full-time and two 

part-time workers. 

The Nevada Northern Railway operates two routes from its depot in Ely on weekends from April to 

September and weekdays from Memorial Day to Labor Day. The two routes make one to two trips per 

service day, depending on the time of year. In addition, the railway offers special event train rides 

throughout the year, including Polar Express trains in the winter and haunted ghost trains on Halloween. 

Ridership on the two lines ranges from 13,000 to 16,000 passengers annually. 

 
Northern Southern Railway Boulder City Station 

 
27 Source: Mark Basset, Nevada Northern Railway, Interview by Author, April 2020. 
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V&T Railroad Company and V&T Railway Commission  

The V&T Railroad was completed in 1870 to haul gold and silver ore from the famous Comstock Lode 

mines in the Virginia City area to Carson City and Reno. The line was operated continuously for 80 years 

until freight service was discontinued in 1950 after the line lost market share to highway truck traffic. 

Today the operable sections of the V&T are used by two separate entities: the private V&T Railroad 

(V&TRR) and the publicly owned V&T Railway Commission (V&TRRY Commission). The two entities are 

distinct yet interrelated. The V&TRR has operated on a three-mile section between Virginia City and Gold 

Hill since 1976, effectively preserving historic elements of the railroad through an era when much was lost 

elsewhere. Building on the success of the V&TRR, the formation of the V&TRRY Commission made possible 

the rehabilitation of the 14-mile V&TRRY Commission extension of the V&TRR in the late 2000s. The 

±ϧ¢ww ŀŎǘǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ϧ¢ww¸ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƛƴǎΦ 

The V&TRR28 has undergone several capital improvements since the 2012 Nevada State Rail Plan29, 

including refurbishment of its 1870s-era depot, a diesel shop extension, a new car shed in Virginia City, 

and currently the installation of a turntable. Seventy-five-pound rail has been replaced with 90-pound rail 

for its three-mile run. Tunnel number four has been repaired and extended by 30 feet. 

The V&TRRY Commission operates two excursion trains on sections of the original right-of-way from May 

to October. The Sisters in History Route provides diesel and steam trains on weekends, offering two to 

three trips between Carson City and Virginia City. The route traverses 14 miles and lasts one-and-a-half 

hours in each direction. In 2019, the route carried 25,200 passengers, a significant increase from the 

13,000 reported in the last state rail plan. The V&TRRY Commission spent $140,000 on advertising in 2019, 

in part to differentiate itself from the shorter V&TRR service.  

The V&TRR operates seven trips daily on the three-mile segment between Virginia City and Gold Hill. The 

V&TRR also operates special event trains throughout the year, including the Comstock Christmas train and 

the Polar Express. Ridership ranges from 40,000 to 70,000 annually.  

Nevada State Railroad Museum 

The Nevada State Railroad Museum in Carson City operates excursion service six days a week on a one-

mile loop around the museum property from May to October with special holiday service in December. 

The museum operates a steam engine one weekend per month and motor car service the other weekends 

with 7 to 14 trips per day. Annual ridership on the line ranges from 17,000 to 25,000 annually. The 

museum is currently in the process of adding a third rail to its mile-long loop track to accommodate its 

collection of narrow-gauge equipment.30 

Nevada Southern Railway - Boulder City 

The Nevada Southern Railway ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǾŀŘŀ {ǘŀǘŜ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ¸ǳŎŎŀ {ǘǊŜŜǘ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 

Boulder City (ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘ) along 4.5 miles of track to Railroad Pass. 

The railway was originally built in the 1930s as a UPRR branch line to transport equipment and supplies 

for construction of the Hoover Dam.  

Annual ridership on the Nevada Southern Railway has increased by 36 percent from 2010 to an annual 

average of 50,000 riders per year, as of 2019. This was accomplished through a successful promotion 

 
28 Source: Tom Grey, V&T Railroad Company, Interview by Author, May 2020. 
29 Source: Elaine Barkdull-Spencer, V&T Railway Commission, Interview by Author, April 2020. 
30 Source: Dan P. Thielen, Nevada State Railroad Museum, Carson City, Interview by Author, June 2020 
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ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ άwŀƛƭ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŜǊǎέΣ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌŀƛƭ ōƛŎȅŎƭŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ 

trains using rigorous safety protocols.31  

As of this writing, the Nevada Southern Railway is starting service on a half-mile extension, for a total of 

five miles of railroad in service. The extension, afforded by a highway grade-separation project, reconnects 

the railroad to the industrial spur owned by the City of Henderson and UPRR. The extension crests a hill, 

granting Nevada Southern trains spectacular views of the Las Vegas Strip. 

As the Nevada Southern is a volunteer-operated, non-ƛƴǎǳƭŀǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘ ǊŀƛƭǊƻŀŘΣ ƛǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Cw! ά[ƛǘŜέ 

regulations, which require double derails at its new interchange with UPRR. This effectively prevents it 

from interchanging between the two railroads within the city of Henderson and preserves its reduced 

regulation requirements.  

 

A-6. Multimodal Passenger Connections 
This section provides an overview of the multi-modal transportation connections available within the 

eight Nevada cities that currently are served by either Amtrak rail or Thruway Bus service. The section 

highlights non-automobile modes with a focus on transit and regional intercity connections; additional 

linkages might be developed in conjunction with new passenger rail service provided to any of these cities. 

Walk, bike, and transit scores associated with each of the Amtrak-served stations in these eight cities have 

been reported where available. All Amtrak rail and Thruway Bus departure and arrival times are based on 

the June 2018 Full System Timetable. Significantly, in Northern Nevada, Greyhound discontinued all 

service east of Reno to Salt Lake City in February 2018. Instead, Greyhound arranged for its passengers to 

travel Ǿƛŀ !ƳǘǊŀƪΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ōȅ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊŜŘ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr as the only 

common carrier passenger service in the corridor and the sole intercity public transit connection to Elko, 

Winnemucca, and Reno, to and from points further east to Northern Nevada. Figure 2-7 shows the 2019 

Greyhound System Map, showing the lack of service to Nevada. Table 2-8 displays a summary of the 

modes available in each Amtrak served city. 

 
31 Source: Randall C. Hees, Director, Nevada State Railroad Museum, interview by author, Boulder City, March 2020. 
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Figure 2-7: 2019 Greyhound System Map32 

 

Table 2-8: Multimodal Connections Serving Amtrak Stations in Nevada Cities Ranked by Size 

City 
Amtrak 

Rail 

Amtrak 
Thruway 

Bus 
Greyhound 

Intracity 
Transit 

Regional 
Transit 

Airport 
Shuttles 

Taxi 
Rental 

Car 

Las Vegas  X X X X X X X 

Reno X X X X X X X X 

Elko X   X   X X 

Winnemucca X      X  

Sparks  X  X X X X X 

Laughlin  X X X X X X X 

Stateline /  
South Lake Tahoe 

 X  X X X X X 

 

Las Vegas 

bŜǾŀŘŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƛǘȅΣ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΣ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƛǘȅ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ Ǌŀƛƭ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ Desert Wind in 1997, which linked Las Vegas and Salt Lake City and Los Angeles 

with a stop in Caliente, NV. Las Vegas currently is served by four Amtrak Thruway Bus lines with direct 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ {ŀƭǘ [ŀƪŜ /ƛǘȅΤ YƛƴƎƳŀƴΣ !½Σ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ Southwest Chief; Los Angeles; and 

Bakersfield, CA. All Amtrak Thruway service operates out of the downtown Greyhound Station at 200 

 
32 Greyhound, 2019 Greyhound Network Map, source link, accessed June 7 2020. 

https://www.greyhound.com/-/media/greyhound/images/discover/2019-greyhound-network-map.pdf
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South Main Street, except for the Kingman, AZ line, which stops at McCarran International Airport. Figure 

2-8 shows the locations of the multimodal passenger connections in Las Vegas. 

Connections to/from the California Zephyr via Salt Lake City 

The Thruway service interlines with Greyhound between Las Vegas and the California Zephyr route in Salt 

Lake City. The route operates one round trip per day between Las Vegas and Salt Lake City. The eastbound 

bus departs Las Vegas at 7:55 am and arrives in Salt Lake City at 5:05 pm. The westbound bus departs 

from Salt Lake City at 7:45 am and arrives at the Las Vegas Greyhound station at 2:55 pm. Neither trip 

provides convenient connections to the California Zephyr; trains depart Salt Lake City at 11:30 pm in the 

westbound direction and 3:30 am in the eastbound direction. This means that passengers face an over 

six-hour wait to catch the train in Salt Lake City after having arrived from Las Vegas, and a 5.5-hour wait 

in Salt Lake City for the bus connection to Las Vegas after having detrained at 3:30 am. 

Connections to/from the Southwest Chief via Kingman, AZ 

Amtrak operates one Thruway Bus trip per day in each direction between Las Vegas McCarran 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ YƛƴƎƳŀƴΩǎ !ƳǘǊŀƪ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Southwest Chief. The bus departs 

Las Vegas at 9:30 pm and arrives in Kingman at 1:00 am. It makes the return trip from Kingman at 11:50 

pm and arrives at 3:10 am in Las Vegas. The Southwest Chief is scheduled to stop in Kingman daily at 11:46 

pm westbound and 1:33 am eastbound. Effectively, this thruway service exclusively works for passengers 

originating from East of Kingman, AZ, aboard the Southwest Chief as passengers departing from or to the 

west would face a 24-hour wait for a bus or train connection. Passengers from the west therefore are 

served by Thruway service originating from Los Angeles Union Station.  

Connections to the Southwest Chief via Los Angeles 

Amtrak interlines with Greyhound to operate two trips daily from Los Angeles to Las Vegas and one trip 

per day from Las Vegas to Los Angeles. Trips from Los Angeles depart at 10:25 am and 4:00 pm and arrive 

in Las Vegas at 5:10 pm and 8:45 pm respectively. Trips from Las Vegas depart at 8:00 am and arrive in 

Los Angeles at 1:15pm. The Southwest Chief departs Los Angeles at 6:15 pm daily with service to Chicago 

and arrives from Chicago at 8:15 am two days later. 

Connections to/from the San Joaquin via Bakersfield, CA 

Amtrak Thruway Buses operate one trip per day between Las Vegas and Bakersfield with connections to 

the San Joaquin line. The San Joaquin ǘǊŀǾŜƭǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ±ŀƭƭey between Sacramento, 

Stockton, and Bakersfield. Thruway Bus service connects Las Vegas with Bakersfield once per day in both 

directions. The bus departs Las Vegas at 9:25 am and arrives in Bakersfield at 3:55 pm. It then departs 

from Bakersfield at 4:05 pm and arrives in Las Vegas at 8:40 pm. San Joaquin Trains 712 and 717 directly 

connect to the Las Vegas-bound Thruway Bus. 
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Figure 2-8: Las Vegas Multimodal Passenger Connections 
  



 

2-26 
 

Greyhound 

In addition to the specific cases where it interlines with Amtrak in Northern Nevada (see Reno, Elko, and 

Winnemucca in this section), Greyhound provides direct service from Las Vegas to Utah, Arizona, and 

Southern California. Connections between Greyhound and the Amtrak Thruway Bus line to Bakersfield 

can be made within the Greyhound terminal at 200 South Main Street in downtown Las Vegas. 

Transit 

Regional Transportation Commission of Southern Nevada (RTC) 

RTC operates 41 routes, serving Las Vegas and the surrounding area, with 12 routes offering 24-hour 

service33. Three bus routes directly serve the Amtrak Thruway Bus stop at the Greyhound station while 

numerous other routes provide service within a six-block walk at the Bonneville Transit Center at 101 East 

Bonneville Avenue at Casino Center Boulevard. Three bus routes serve the Amtrak bus stop located at 

McCarran International Airport, including 15-minute service to and from downtown via RTC route 109 and 

the Westcliff Airport Express (WAX) line, which operates every 30 to 60 minutes between the airport, the 

Strip, downtown, and the Westcliff Transit Center.  

Las Vegas Monorail 

The Las Vegas Monorail, a 

private transit operating 

company, provides service along 

a 3.9-mile line east of the Las 

Vegas Strip between the MGM 

Grand Hotel and the Sahara 

Hotel, with interim stations at 

.ŀƭƭȅΩǎκtŀǊƛǎ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΣ 

CƭŀƳƛƴƎƻκ/ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎ tŀƭŀŎŜΣ 

IŀǊǊŀƘΩǎκLƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ tŀƭŀŎŜΣ [ŀǎ 

Vegas Convention Center, and 

the Las Vegas Hilton. The 

monorail line does not currently 

link with any Amtrak bus stops; 

the Las Vegas Monorail company 

previously entertained the idea 

of extending its line south from 

the MGM Grand Hotel to the McCarran International Airport, a plan that was officially abandoned in favor 

of an extension to the Mandalay Bay Convention Center on the south strip in 2015.34 

Other Modes 

A full range of transportation connecting services is available in Las Vegas, a major tourist destination, 

including shuttles, taxis, rideshare, and rental cars. The Las Vegas Greyhound Station merits a walk score 

ƻŦ тт όά±ŜǊȅ ²ŀƭƪŀōƭŜέύ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ сф όάƎƻƻŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘέύ, ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ст όάŦƭŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜΣ 

 
33 Regional Transportation Commission of Southern NevadaΣ ά¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ aŀǇ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ уΣ нлмфέΣ source link. 
34 [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎ {ǳƴΣ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ άReport: Future of Las Vegas transportation includes light rail under Strip, monorail 
extensionέΣ source link, published May 27, 2015. 

 
Las Vegas Monorail at Westgate Station 

https://rtcws.rtcsnv.com/routepdf/1219/systemmap-dec2019.pdf
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2015/may/27/future-las-vegas-transportation
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ƎƻƻŘ ōƛƪŜ ƭŀƴŜǎέύ. [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎ aŎ/ŀǊǊŀƴ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ос όά/ŀǊ-DŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέύΣ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ 

ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ пн όά{ƻƳŜ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ пл όάŦƭŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀƴŎŀƪŜΣ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ōƛƪŜ ƭŀƴŜǎέύΦ35  

Reno 

Figure 2-9 ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭ ǇŀǎǎŜƴƎŜǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ wŜƴƻΦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California 

Zephyr provides one trip daily to Reno. Eastbound trains to Chicago stop in Reno at 4:06 pm and 

westbound trains headed to Emeryville, CA stop at 8:36 am. The Capitol Corridor Joint Powers Authority 

(CCJPA) contracts with Amtrak Thruway Buses to operate three buses per day in each direction to and 

from Reno. Two of three eastbound buses terminate at The Nugget Casino and Hotel in Sparks while 

westbound buses travel to Sacramento for direct connections to the Capitol Corridor route. Reno at 5:45 

pm and 9:40 pm while westbound buses depart at 8:00 am, 11:25 am and 2:45 pm. CCJPA business plans 

listed extending Capitol Corridor passenger rail service from Sacramento to Reno, electing not to pursue 

ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ нллр ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ¦twwΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǇŀrate rights of way requiring costly 

new trackage would be needed on the Donner Pass route. Both Amtrak rail and bus services operate out 

of the full-service Amtrak station located in downtown Reno at 280 North Center Street, which opened in 

2006 as part of the ReTRAC project.  

Greyhound 

Greyhound now interlines with Amtrak along the I-80 corridor, only offering bus trips from Reno to points 

east. To illustrate this point, booking purely bus-only service from Sparks to Salt Lake City requires a 46-

hour bus route through Portland, OR. Direct service east along I-80 is provided via interlined tickets aboard 

!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr, if tickets are booked originating at the Reno Amtrak Station. Travel from Reno 

to points west (Sacramento and the San Francisco Bay area) are served regularly by Greyhound busses. 

Greyhound serves the Amtrak station as well as the Sparks Transit Center located at 1421 Victorian 

Avenue.  

Transit 

wŜƴƻΩǎ w¢/ wƛŘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ƻƴ оо ōǳǎ ƭƛƴŜǎΣ ƛncluding express 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ /ŀǊǎƻƴ /ƛǘȅΦ w¢/Ωǎ пǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ ŀǘ пǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ 9Ǿŀƴǎ 

Avenue, three blocks from the Amtrak Station. Amtrak patrons enjoy multiple transit options, including 

the high-capacity RTC Rapid Virginia line which operates 24 hours a day, providing direct connections 

between Amtrak and other areas of downtown Reno and the Virginia Street corridor. Regional transit 

entities also provide service from Reno, including Eastern Sierra Transit Authority to Bishop, CA, South 

Tahoe Express to South Lake Tahoe, and Modoc Sage Stage to Alturas and Susanville, CA. 

Other Modes 

Numerous private charter coach lines operate along the I-80 corridor between Reno and Sacramento and 

the San Francisco Bay area year-round, taking passengers to casino destinations. Rental cars, taxis, and 

rideshare services are readily available in downtown Reno near the Amtrak station. The Amtrak Reno 

Station ƳŜǊƛǘǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ фт όά²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜέύΣ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ср όάDƻƻŘ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘέ), and a bike 

ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ уу όά±ŜǊȅ .ƛƪŜŀōƭŜέύΦ36  

 

  

 
35 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020.  
36 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/200-s-main-st-las-vegas-nv-89101
https://www.walkscore.com/score/280-n-center-st-reno-nv-89501
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Figure 2-9: Reno Multimodal Passenger Connections 
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Elko 

!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr passenger rail line makes one trip daily in each direction to Elko. The 

westbound train arrives in Elko at 3:03 am and the eastbound train arrives at 9:31 pm. 9ƭƪƻΩǎ !ƳǘǊŀƪ 

station is located at 1300 Water Street about one-half mile northeast of downtown (see Figure 2-10). The 

station is comprised of an eastbound and westbound platform shelter and bench, with no Amtrak staff on 

the premises. The Elko Station is highly unusual and dysfunctional in nature given that there is no legal 

passage across the Union Pacific main line in Elko. Instead, travel between the eastbound and westbound 

platforms is made possible only via a passage three-quarters of a mile long using public streets and a 

grade-separated overpass. This arrangement was reported to have caused passenger confusion in the 

previous 2012 rail plan and persists today.  

Figure 2-10: Elko Amtrak Passenger Station 

Greyhound 

Greyhound discontinued its route between Salt Lake City, UT and Reno in 2018, ending Greyhound service 

ǘƻ 9ƭƪƻΦ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr, leaving it as the sole public 

transportation provider to the city. 

Transit 

¢ƘŜ 9ƭƪƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ά.ƭǳŜ [ƛƴŜ CƭŜȄ wƻǳǘŜέ ōǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ !ƳǘǊŀƪ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ άŦƭŀƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜȄέ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǊƻǳǘŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ 
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intersecting street near the Amtrak platforms during its operational hours of 6:30 am to 5:30 pm on 

weekdays. The service does not operate at the times Amtrak stops in Elko. 

Other Modes 

Connections between Amtrak and other destinations in Elko can be made through the Elko Taxi service, 

which operates 24 hours per day. Rental cars are available through Enterprise Rent-A-Car at the Elko 

airport. Rideshare services are not available in Elko. The Elko Amtrak Station merits a walk score of 49 

όά/ŀǊ-5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ пт όά{ƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ .ƛƪŜŀōƭŜέύΦ37  

 
!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr at Winnemucca Station 

Winnemucca 

Winnemucca is in the northern part of the state on I-80 about two-and-a-half hours (170 miles) east of 

wŜƴƻΦ ²ƛƴƴŜƳǳŎŎŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǎ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr ƎƛǾŜƴ DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘΩǎ 

cancellation of its route in 2018, between Reno and Salt Lake City, UT. The eastbound California Zephyr 

stops in Winnemucca daily at 7:08 pm while the westbound California Zephyr stops in Winnemucca at 

рΥпл ŀƳΦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ǳƴǎǘŀŦŦŜŘ ²ƛƴƴŜƳǳŎŎŀ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀt 209 Railroad Street. It was upgraded with 

an ADA-compliant platform and a traditional railroad shelter featuring an enclosed waiting room 

constructed in 2012 (see Figure 2-11). 

 
37 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/1300-water-st-elko-nv-89801
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Greyhound 

DǊŜȅƘƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ California Zephyr to serve Winnemucca to Salt Lake City and to Reno.  

Transit and Other Modes 

Winnemucca Taxi provides 24-hour service to the Amtrak station. Transit, shuttle, and rental car services 

are not available in Winnemucca, nor are Uber, Lyft or other TNC services. The Winnemucca Amtrak 

Station Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ тл όά±ŜǊȅ ²ŀƭƪŀōƭŜέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ рл όά.ƛƪŜŀōƭŜέύΦ38 

 

  

 
38 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7,2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/209-railroad-st-winnemucca-nv-89445
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Figure 2-11: Winnemucca Amtrak Passenger Station 
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Sparks 

Amtrak discontinued California Zephyr service to Sparks in 2009, although Amtrak Thruway Bus service 

continues to operate between Sparks, Reno, and Sacramento with connections to the Capitol Corridor 

ǊƻǳǘŜΦ .ǳǎŜǎ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ WƻƘƴ !ǎŎǳŀƎŀΩǎ bǳƎƎŜǘ IƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǎino at 1100 Nugget Avenue (see Figure 2-12). 

Eastbound buses arrive in Sparks at 6:05 pm and 10:00 pm while westbound buses depart from Sparks at 

7:40 am and 11:05 am.  

Greyhound 

Greyhound serves the Amtrak station in Reno as well as the Sparks Transit Center located at 1421 Victorian 

Avenue. 

Transit 

Sparks is part of the RTC Ride service area with seven routes operating out of the RTC Centennial Plaza 

transit center connecting downtown Sparks with the greater Reno metropolitan area. RTC does not 

provide direct bus service to the Amtrak Thruway Bus stop; the transit center is located within a 10-minute 

walk of the Amtrak Thruway Bus stop. 

Other Modes 

Sparks and Reno have numerous shuttle, taxi, rental car, and rideshare services available. The Nugget 

Hotel and Casino Ƙŀǎ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ст όά{ƻƳŜǿƘŀǘ ²ŀƭƪŀōƭŜέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ сф όά.ƛƪŜŀōƭŜέύΦ39 

  

  

 
39 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/1100-nugget-ave-sparks-nv-89431
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Figure 2-12: Sparks Multimodal Passenger Connections 
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Laughlin 

The city of Laughlin is located two hours southeast of Las Vegas via US93 and US163 on the Arizona border. 

!ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ¢ƘǊǳǿŀȅ .ǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ [ŀǎ ±ŜƎŀǎΩ aŎ/ŀǊǊŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Southwest 

Chief route in Kingman, AZ, stops in Laughlin once a day at the Tropicana Express Hotel, located at 2121 

South Casino Drive (see Figure 2-13). Northbound buses arrive in Laughlin at 12:50 am while southbound 

buses arrive at 12:01 am.  

Greyhound 

Greyhound provides multiple trips per day to Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Flagstaff from the Bullhead City stop 

at 1000 Highway 95, which is located 2.5 miles from the Amtrak stop in Laughlin (see Figure 2-13). 

Transit 

Silver Rider transit operates two one-way loop bus routes that circulate throughout the city of Laughlin, 

providing hourly service to the Amtrak bus stop in Laughlin. Route 777 operates 24 hours per day in a 

counterclockwise direction and Route 888 operates 19 hours per day in a clockwise direction.  

Other Modes 

Several shuttle operators provide daily trips between Laughlin and McCarran International Airport in Las 

Vegas. Taxi and rental car services are also available in Laughlin, as well as limited rideshare coverage. The 

Tropicana Express Hotel merits a walk scƻǊŜ ƻŦ нр όά/ŀǊ 5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέύΦ40  

 

  

 
40 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/2121-s-casino-dr-laughlin-nv-89029
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Figure 2-13: Laughlin Multimodal Passenger Connections 
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Stateline 

The small community of Stateline, NV is located at the California border directly across from South Lake 

Tahoe. It is a recreation destination with skiing in the winter and lake-oriented activities and hiking the 

ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ ¢ƘǊǳǿŀȅ .ǳǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ƻƴŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǇŜǊ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘŀǘŜƭƛƴŜΩǎ 

Kingsbury Transit Center to Sacramento with direct connections to the Capitol Corridor. (See Figure 2-14.) 

The bus departs Stateline at 2:00 pm for trips to Sacramento aboard Capitol Corridor Trains 547 and 747 

and arrives in Stateline from Sacramento at 12:35 pm on weekdays and 12:55 pm on weekends for 

connections with Capitol Corridor trains 524 and 720, respectively. 

Greyhound 

Greyhound does not serve the Stateline/South Lake Tahoe area. 

Transit 

[ŀƪŜ ¢ŀƘƻŜΩǎ .ƭǳŜDƻ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ŦƛǾŜ ǊƻǳǘŜǎ ƛƴ {ǘŀǘŜƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎǎōǳǊȅ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

for direct connections to Amtrak buses. The routes provide service to the surrounding area, as well 

connections to Carson City (see Figure 2-14). 

Other Modes 

Shuttles are available for trips between the Tahoe area and Reno. South Lake Tahoe and Stateline also 

have numerous taxi, rental car, and rideshare services available. The Kingsbury Transit Center merits a 

ǿŀƭƪ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ оу όά/ŀǊ-5ŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘέύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōƛƪŜ ǎŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ ру όά.ƛƪŜŀōƭŜέύΦ41  

  

 
41 Walk Score, source link, accessed June 7, 2020. 

https://www.walkscore.com/score/kingsbury-transit-center
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Figures 2-14 and 2-14.1: Stateline Multimodal Passenger Connections 
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